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NET LOSS OF FIRST-TIME COLLEGE STUDENTS
According to the National Center for Education Statistics, New Jersey continues to have the largest net loss of
first-time degree/certificate seeking undergraduates (who graduated high school in the last 12 months). 43% of
New Jersey’s first-time postsecondary students (who graduated high school in the last 12 months) receive their
education in a different state.
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COST OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY
According to the College Board and The Institute for College Access & Success, New Jersey continues to have
some of the most expensive higher education institutions in the country. In the 2018-2019 academic year, New
Jersey has the 4th highest tuition and fees in the nation at public four-year institutions. In total, 61% of New
Jersey college graduates in the Class of 2017 had some form of school debt. As such, New Jersey is considered
to be a “high student debt state,” with the Class of 2017 graduating with an average $32,247 of student debt.
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COST OF K-12 EDUCATION
In addition, the average spending per pupil for K-12 education continues to increase in New Jersey. According to
the NJ Department of Education, it cost an average $21,000 per pupil per year in 2016-2017.
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