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November 17, 2021

Honorable Stephen Sweeney
Honorable Bob Smith
Honorable John McKeon
Honorable Dan Benson

Re: S-3970 / A-5941 Warehouse Pollution Reduction
Dear Members of the New Jersey Legislature,

On behalf of the New Jersey Business Coalition, | want to convey our opposition to Senate Bill No. 3970
and Assembly Bill No. 5941. If enacted, these initiatives would require certain operators of warehouses,
as small as 50,000 square feet, to implement air pollution reduction and mitigation plans. While we
support efforts that reduce air pollution and the use of fossil fuels in our state, there are many other more
effective, less costly, and less proscriptive means to achieve those ends. It is also premature to mandate
the use of zero-emission heavy-duty trucks given the state of the technology.

We recognize that transportation accounts for about 42% of the greenhouse gas emissions emitted in this
state and that it needs to be addressed. While most of the transportation related emissions are from the
passenger and light duty truck vehicles, the need to address truck emissions is why the Department of
Environmental Protection has recently proposed adopting the California Advanced Clean Truck rule. That
rule making process is currently ongoing.

Congress has also just passed infrastructure legislation with a strong component focusing on
electrification of the transportation sector. It is yet to be determined how this money will be spent but it
will likely have a significant impact on transportation emissions. We should let those programs develop
before we look to put new, industry specific, mandates on top of them.

It is important to note, however, that zero-emission trucks, whether in an effort to comply with the
provisions of $-3970/A-5941 or absent the adoption of this legislation, will not be readily available and
practically affordable until manufacturers are able to develop engines and equipment that run on cleaner
alternatives to diesel and that are compatible with current and future weight limits and trip mile demands.
In addition, there is insufficient recharging infrastructure funding and development to meet this
legislation’s aggressive requirements for fleet vehicles.

Furthermore, there is uncertainty about whether our energy grid can handle a significant increase in
demand, particularly as the nation’s economy relies more and more on the logistics and warehousing
industry for a myriad of services, including retail and the home delivery of consumer goods. A warehouse
cannot just install EV truck charging stations without a significant upgrade in the local and regional grid
and power production. This is especially true for fleets.



We also urge caution in how this measure would impact the trucking community, given the pandemic and
severe shortage of truck drivers and package handlers due to demanding working conditions. Many
trucking companies are small and could not afford the very limited and expensive zero and partial
emission vehicles, even if they were readily available. Additionally, the timing of this legislation could not
be worse given the severe shortage of trucks due to supply chain disruptions from COVID, weather, labor
shortages and other reasons.

We are very concerned that the aggressive requirements imposed would lead to the flight of small to
medium sized businesses (warehouse operators) and a substantial loss in jobs, ratables and taxes. Rather
than take the “stick” approach to attempting to mitigate emissions issues emanating from warehouses
and the trucks that serve them, we recommend public/private solutions that establish realistic air
pollution mitigation goals, with readily available public subsidies to incentivize fleet transition to zero -
emission vehicles and the infrastructure needed to support their development and utilization.

In closing, we would be supportive of a collaborative approach that seeks to incentivize the transition to
cleaner trucks while ensuring that the technology to do so is readily available and the infrastructure to
support it is funded and in place. We welcome a further conversation on this topic to promote a cleaner
New Jersey while supporting our vital logistics industry.

Thank you for considering this important request from the state business community, and if you have any
guestions, please contact NJBIA Chief Government Affairs Officer Chrissy Buteas at cbuteas@njbia.org.
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