
 
 
 
10 W Lafayette Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608-2002 
 
609-393-7707 
www.njbia.org 
 
 
 
 
 
Michele N. Siekerka, Esq. 
President and CEO 
 
Christine Buteas 
Chief Government  
Affairs Officer 
 
Raymond Cantor 
Vice President 
 
Christopher Emigholz 
Vice President 
 
Alexis Bailey 
Director of  
Government Affairs  
 
Kyle Sullender 
Director of Economic  
Policy Research 

 
 

To:  Chairman Sarlo and Members of the Senate Budget Committee 
 
From:  Alexis Bailey, Director of Government Affairs 
 
Date: November 8, 2021 
  
RE:        S-4065 - Revises Gross Income Tax Credit For Child And Dependent Care Expenses 

 
 
Good afternoon Chairman Sarlo and members of the Committee, 
 
My name is Alexis Bailey and I am Director of Government Affairs for the New Jersey 
Business and Industry Association. On behalf of NJBIA whose members provide one million 
jobs in New Jersey, I testify in support of S-4065 which revises gross income tax credit for 
child and dependent care expenses. 
 
We have not yet seen the full text of this bill, but support efforts to improve access to 

childcare for working families. As shown throughout the pandemic, childcare access is a 

cornerstone of our economy. Adequate childcare access is an essential component of our 

economic recovery as we emerge from the pandemic and is critical for workforce 

participation among working parents, especially mothers. Our state and our nation are 

currently facing unprecedented workforce shortages across industries. Nationally, the 

female workforce participation rate is at the lowest point it has been in three decades. 

Childcare access is one of the many factors contributing to this crisis. An August 2020 poll 

of 900 New Jersey parents with children ages 3 and under conducted by Fairleigh Dickinson 

University found that one in ten parents dropped out of the workforce due to workforce 

issues. Of those surveyed, women were 6 times more likely to respond that they dropped 

out of the workforce due to these challenges. In order to fully support working parents, the 

business community, and our economic recovery solutions to childcare issues such as those 

presented by S4065 must be adopted. 

 
Childcare centers are small businesses that are owned and operated primarily by women 
and minorities in our state. The childcare industry has been hit hard by the economic 
impacts of the pandemic. Many childcare businesses have closed their doors and others 
struggle to stay afloat. Tax credits that can be given to families to assist with childcare 
expenses and support these small businesses will greatly enhance their ability to remain in 
business. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today in support of S-4065. 
 

 
 

 

  
 


