
 
 

 
 

 

October 6, 2025  
 
Bureau of Industry and Security  
Office of Strategic Industries and Economic Security  
U.S. Department of Commerce 
[Docket No. 250924-0160] 
XRIN 0694-XC134 
 
RE: Notice of Request for Public Comments on Section 232 National Security Investigation of Imports of 
Personal Protective Equipment, Medical Consumables, and Medical Equipment, Including Devices  
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
The HealthCare Institute of New Jersey (HINJ) is a trade association that serves as the leading voice for 
our state’s research-based medical device, technology and biopharmaceutical companies.  HINJ strives to 
raise awareness and understanding of New Jersey’s and America’s global leadership on innovation, 
expand patient access to the life-saving medical innovations our member companies discover and 
manufacture, and preserve New Jersey’s and America’s workforce, economy and jobs. 
 
Researching, discovering, and manufacturing new, life-saving treatments and cures for patients is an 
extremely complex process that depends on a whole ecosystem of researchers, manufacturers, 
government agencies, and additional partners. This ecosystem includes intertwined R&D and 
manufacturing facilities, raw materials, FDA-approved suppliers, regulatory reviews and inspections, 
essential transportation and delivery logistics, infrastructure, and many other vital components. 
Maintaining the precise and delicate balance of these components is very challenging, but it is necessary 
to ensure that American patients receive the critical care our companies provide every hour.   
 
The medical device industry is a success story of American manufacturing. With thousands of 
manufacturing sites and facilities in every state, this industry supports over three million high-paying jobs 
in manufacturing and R&D. Besides manufacturing, medical device companies invest $20 billion 
annually in R&D. This industry provides critical care to patients while generating billions of dollars for 
the American economy; only 30% of the domestic med tech market is imported, while the United States 
exported $80 billion worth of medical technology last year. 
 
Since these medical device manufacturing sites take years to assemble and integrate while ensuring the 
highest standards of patient safety, changing them would also take years and require FDA approvals to 
prevent jeopardizing the safety or efficacy of American patients. Unexpected delays during this process 
could unintentionally threaten access to critical, life-saving medical devices and technologies needed by 
patients.  
 
Besides the time and risks to patients when relocating manufacturing sites, changes to US tariff policies 
could unintentionally disrupt the fragile balance of supply and distribution chains, partnerships, 
collaborations, and logistical infrastructures that support these medical device manufacturing facilities 
and their capabilities. This would hinder America’s ability to deliver these treatments to patients and 
would increase the costs of medical devices – higher tariffs would directly raise product prices for 
hospitals, clinics, and patients.  
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America’s patient community depends on New Jersey’s life sciences to continue our essential work—
saving lives around the world by developing and manufacturing new treatments and cures right here in 
New Jersey. Our comments are meant to help preserve that capability and safeguard America’s national 
interests and global leadership.   
 
Respectfully, 

 
Chrissy Buteas 
President and Chief Executive Officer 


